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Full List of Trends 

1. A World Church 

2. Evangelical Catholicism 

3. Islam 

4. The New Demography 

5. Expanding Lay Roles 

6. Biotech Revolution 

7. Globalization 

8. Ecology 

9. Multipolarism 

10. Pentecostalism 
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Trend One:  

A World Church  
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The Rise of the Global South 

Share of  Global Catholic Population, in Millions 

Brazil: 215 million 

Mexico: 132 million 

Philippines: 105 million 

United States: 99 million 
Democratic Republic of Congo: 97 million  

Uganda: 56 million  

France: 49 million 

Italy: 49 million 
Nigeria: 47 million  

Argentina: 46.1 million 
 

Brazil: 149 million 

Mexico: 92 million 

United States: 67 million 

Philippines: 65 million 

Italy: 56 million 

France: 46 million 

Colombia: 38 million 

Spain: 38 million 

Poland: 37 million 

Argentina: 34 million 
 

Ten Largest Catholic Countries, 2007 

Ten Largest Catholic Countries, 2050 

Source: United Nations Population Projections, 2004 

1900: 25% Southern 

2000: 65.5% Southern 

(5 of  10 Southern) 

(7 of  10 Southern) 
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ôDemography is Destinyõ: 
Generalizations about the Global South 

 

ÂConservative on sex,  

    liberal on social justice 

 

ÂBiblical and supernatural 

 

ÂYouth and optimism 

Left: Cardinal 

Oscar Rodriguez 

Maradiaga, 

Honduras; 

Below:  

Archbishop John 

Onaiyekan, 

Nigeria 
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Ethnic Composition of U.S. Catholic Population, 2030 
(projected)

White

Hispanic

Black

Asian

Native American

Source: Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, òU.S. Religious Landscape Survey,ó February 2008 

6 



                     Trend Two:  

            Evangelical  

Catholicism 

Â Revival of traditional 

Catholic identity 

 

Â Public proclamation: 

Evangelizing culture 

 

Â Faith a matter of 

personal choice 
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The Tsunami of Secularism 

Source: Pew Trust Global Attitudes Project, 2002 

 
× Odds that two religious parents 

will raise a religious child: 47% 

× Odds that one religious parent 

will raise a religious child:  24% 

× Odds that two secular parents 

will raise a religious child: 3% 

 

Conclusion: òIn Britain, 

institutional religion now has a 

half-life of one generation.ó 

 
Source:  David Voas, University of  Manchester 

 

Secularization across 

Generations in the  

United Kingdom 
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Most Important Policy-Setting Force 

Q: What is the main objective 

of  the pontificate of  Benedict 

XVI? 

A: To recover authentic 

Christian identity é in the 

context of  widespread 

secularism. 
 

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of  State, 

speaking to the Ethics and Finance 

Association of  Milan, March 2007 9 



Catholic Identity: Liturgy  

Â Motu Proprio 

Summorum pontificum  

Â Revised Roman 

Missal 

Â Return of traditional 

practices such as 

communion on the 

tongue 
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